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Trivia

1.  Rats breed whole year round.
2.  A mature male and female rat can 

produce 1,270 rats in one year.
3.  Rats are highly developed animals.
4.  Small scale rat control is inefficient.
5.  There’s no resistant varieties for rodents.



Signs and Symptoms

1. Active burrows
2. Footprints and tail marks
3. Fecal droppings
4. Runways in grassy areas
5. Gnawings and crop damage
6. Presence of litters/rats
7. Presence of nest

Population Regulation

A. FALLOW PERIOD. The best time to control 
rodents in the field is during fallow period 
when there is no crop planted in the area.

1. Physical method 
a. burrow digging e.g. use of flame 

thrower, flooding, fumigation, 
fogging

b. rat trapping – use of snap and live 
traps

c. blanketing, community action 
using dogs, tractors, nets, etc.

2. Chemical method
a. massive control using acute 

poisons

B. BEFORE PLANTING. Clean the area of 
weeds along bunds and irrigation canals.

1. Physical method
a. reduce size of paddy dikes
b. prepare for synchronous planting
c. rodent  monitoring

C. AFTER PLANTING. In swampy areas, 
construction of community trap barrier 
system is recommended.

1. Physical method
a. rodent monitoring

2.  Chemical method
b. sustained baiting

D. OUTBREAKS.
1. Community action

a. beauty contest based on number of 
rat tails submitted

b. number of rat tails in exchange of 
kilos of rice

c. best rodent recipe (star meat)
d. massive rat poisoning (acute 

rodenticides)

E. LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT.
 Implementation of government laws in the 

management of pests.

 Rat Extermination Law (R.A. 3942). 
 All able-bodied male inhabitants of the 

infested municipality between the ages of 
sixteen and sixty years, inclusive, shall be 
compelled to render gratuitous service.

Life Cycle of Field Rats


